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Thank you, Mr. Chair,  

 

Allow me to thank Ms. Aicha Afifi, Inspector of the Joint Inspection Unit(JIU), and Ms. Simona Petrova, 

Director of the Secretariat and Secretary of the United Nations System Chief Executives Board for 

Coordination(CEB), for introducing the report. 

 

My delegation attaches great importance to this JIU report, which is the first comprehensive analysis on 

the independence and effectiveness of 18 audit and oversight committees within the UN system. 

Although considerable progress over the last decade has been noticed by the review of the Unit, my 

delegation notes with concern that one third of the oversight committees still do not meet international 

standards.   

 

My delegation is of the view that the independence of audit and oversight committees is the key element 

for the proper functioning of the committees. Also adequate reporting channel, separate budgets, and 

capacity-building of the committees to discharge their duties on new issues must be duly considered.  

 

Mr. Chair,  

My delegation would like to raise an important point to keep in mind. My delegation believes that 

additional cautiousness is required dealing with the assessment process of the oversight committees. My 

delegation agrees with the Unit’s recommendation on the assessment of the oversight committees, 

especially the necessity of the development of a system-wide standard questionnaire for evaluation of 

the oversight committees. However, in every phase of our discussion, we have to keep in mind, that 

independence of the committees should not be jeopardized in order to secure the effectiveness and 

accountability of the committees.  

 

Mr. Chair,  

My delegation believes that the report provides a meaningful opportunity to strengthen the effectiveness 

and efficiency of the audit and oversight committees within the UN system. To this end, my delegation 

will constructively engage for the timely and successful conclusion of this agenda item during this 

session.  

 

I thank you. 


